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EXPLANATION: SB 21-185 prescribed that the Colorado Department of Higher Education 
(CDHE) design an educator career pathway for students to enter the teaching profession.  It 
also called for collaboration on this design with the Colorado Department of Education (CDE), 
the SBCCOE, and deans and academic administrators of Colorado institutions of higher 
education. A working group made up of these partners, along with voices from districts and 
TEACH Colorado, met in the fall and spring of 2021-22 to construct that pathway, beginning 
with the curriculum that prospective educators must take at the beginning of the pathway and a 
system of wraparound services to support those candidates.   

The slate of courses that has been devised combines the following: 

• Initial education coursework that introduces candidates to the teaching field and
examines important issues in education such as culturally responsive education, working
with families, educational technology, and child development;

• Early field experiences to allow these early educators the opportunity to work directly
with current educators and students;

• And general education courses that provide a basis for “maximally portable” transfer to
undergraduate programs around the state.

This pathway and curriculum also serve as the backbone for the Teacher Recruitment 
Education and Preparation (TREP) program, which was created in the same bill. The TREP 
program, which is similar to the ASCENT program, allows students to complete concurrent 
enrollment courses in fifth and sixth years of high school through state funding for tuition.   

The TREP program is now in its second year of existence, currently serving a total of about 115 
beginning educator candidates. The pathway courses largely remain the same, though a recent 
change in CCCS offerings requires an addition to the pathway slate.   

The system recently developed EDU2215: Intro to Education Techniques. The original intent of 
CCCS education program leaders was to develop specified learning outcomes for EDU2088: 
Practicum II (already on the pathway), but this was not feasible because it is a practicum 
course.  Instead, the new course, 2215, was developed. It is a 1-credit field-based course that 
contains those specified learning outcomes. The change requested to be approved today is to 
add EDU2215 to the pathway courses so that candidates can take either this new course or the 
original EDU2088 and still be eligible to continue in the TREP program.   

https://erpdnssb.cccs.edu/PRODCCCS/ccns_pub_controller.p_command_processor?pi_search_type=SB_COURSE&pi_subj_code=EDU&pi_crse_numb=2215&pi_archive_date=&pi_course_status=A&pi_term_code=202410


RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the addition of a new course, EDU2215, to the SB21-185 
educator pathway. 

Originally Approved Educator Pathway: 

Recommended Educator Pathway with Course Addition: 
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